This study considers the structure and linking strategy of Hebrew websites of several nonprofit organizations. Since nonprofit organizations differ from commercial, educational, or governmental sectors, it is important to understand the ways they utilize the web. Fifty-four nonprofit organizations in Israel were surveyed, most of them having at least one hundred volunteers. The organizations belonged to four main groups: economic aid and citizen rights organizations, health aid organizations, organizations supporting families and individuals with special needs, and organizations for women and children. This paper reports the results of an off-line survey of the information needs of members of the Israeli public about public and governmental services and entitlements. The questionnaire included questions on the information needs and major sources of information for fulfilling these needs. The respondents were mainly concerned about health, transportation, and education related issues, but work relations were also of primary concern. The preferred sources of information were family and friends, followed by the Internet. There was very low awareness to the Israeli Citizen Advice Bureau (SHIL), that maintains physical offices throughout the country, telephone hotlines and an extensive web site, and its aim is to provide citizen-related information. Spertus has been an important educational and cultural resource since it opened in 1924 as an educational center for Chicago's Jewish community. That important foundation remains, but over the decades Spertus has expanded to serve broader goals, adding programmatic centers to serve an increasingly diverse population and a much wider geographic sweep. Today Spertus provides a dynamic learning environment made vibrant through a synergy of academic and cultural resources, proudly based in Chicago but reaching out to the world. The Azrieli Foundation's Elin Beaumont describes its Holocaust Survivor Memoirs Program and how school libraries can help students access the stories. While many of the memoirs are suitable for readers fourteen and older, the series as a whole is intended for senior high school and adult readers. Results of a survey conducted in [2005] [2006] regarding the extent of use of digital resources by students and researchers in five universities in Israel and the ratio of use between authorized electronic information resources provided by academic libraries, and the Surface Web. About eighty percent of respondents reported a high or very high frequency of use of the Surface Web for seeking information for their study or research. In contrast, only about twenty-eight percent of the respondents reported high or very high use of academic e-journals, forty percent high or very high use of digital databases, and only about thirteen percent high or very high use of e-books. A situation in which aca-demics use the Surface Web two or three times more frequently than more authoritative digital information sources provided by their library indicates a severe problem related to the quality of information used, which may severely harm the quality and credibility of research based upon it. This article presents ideas for an integrating activity for archival research on the Holocaust. The authors analyze how they can improve Holocaust-related collection descriptions for research, which they will make available online, and how EHRI provides travel grants for transnational access to existing infrastructures in Holocaust research. Both approaches help them overcome that Holocaust-related material is geographically dispersed and address the challenges for historical research stemming from the way documentation on the Holocaust has been attempted up to now. The article describes and discusses the Holocaust collection at McMaster University. The collection spans more than a decade-1933 to 1945-and consists of nearly 2,000 letters in several different languages from or to prisoners in Dachau, Buchenwald, and Auschwitz, as well as in Gestapo prisons and POW camps. In many instances there are series of letters written by the same prisoner. There is also a diary of the Nazi evacuation from Ravensbrück, as well as a hand-fashioned recipe book, which prisoners exchanged among themselves. The collection also includes books, posters, magazines, newspapers, and air-drop leaflets. Based on Nicholas's framework for assessing information needs, this research aims to construct a profile of both Israeli older adults and their information needs regarding laws and social services. Data were collected by questionnaires answered by 200 older adults born in Europe, Asia, and Africa, who attended social clubs for older adults. The results indicated that older adults primarily require information for dealing with changes in their lives. They do not know enough about the laws and services existing for their benefit. Significant correlations were found between the age, educational level, self-reported health status, and the subjects in which they are interested, the function that the information served and the information delivery type. It is likely that we are witnessing the first signs of the influences of the baby boom generation on older adults' information needs profile. Since the end of World War II, the English language has become the lingua franca of science publications worldwide. Science publications written in other languages do not gain the same exposure to the international scientific community as does the material in English. In this sense, non-English articles constitute an "invisible science" for the rest of the scientific world. This study compares publications indexed in the academic-oriented Hebrew Index of Periodicals (IHP) database with those in the Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE) in order to document the amount of scientific material published in Israel, where Hebrew is the native language. Except for abstracts, which are sometimes given in English, as well as Hebrew, and therefore provide some idea of a paper's content, most of this research remains hidden from the international scientific community. The SCIE and IHP databases for our examination cover the three grand disciplines: the exact and life sciences, the social sciences, and the humanities. Additionally, the study probes the coverage of medical publications in the two databases. The difference between old and emerging disciplines in the use of a language other than Hebrew is observed and non-English citation patterns for various disciplines are examined. The results confirm the dominance of English as the lingua franca of science and point to the large number of scientific studies in Hebrew that lack international exposure. In many languages abbreviations are very common and are widely used in both written and spoken language. However, they are not always explicitly defined and in many cases they are ambiguous. This research presents a process that attempts to solve the problem of abbreviation ambiguity using modern machine learning (ML) techniques. Various baseline features are explored, including context-related methods and statistical methods. The application domain is Jewish Law documents written in Hebrew and Aramaic, which are known to be rich in ambiguous abbreviations. Two research approaches were implemented and tested: general and individual. Our system applied four common ML methods to find a successful integration of the various baseline features. The best result was achieved by the SVM ML method in the individual research, with 98.07 percent accuracy. The article offers information on Queens Library at Hillcrest in New York City. The library was opened to the public in 1980. Community Library Manager Francesca Bishop cites the increasing presence of teenagers in the library, which has many older customers. She adds that Queens Library is changing its collection to accommodate the varying needs of its customers, which include Chinese-speaking people. The collection also includes materials about Jewish culture and history. The Holocaust was one of the most significant events of the twentieth century, and it had impact on many different areas, including politics, psychology, sociology, ethics, philosophy, and religion. As such, it is not surprising to find that there is a great deal of Holocaust coverage on the Internet. Yet there is a kind of unevenness to the Holocaust sites, with some focused on personal and individual experiences and others of broader scope. This article draws attention to some of the best sites available. It also aims to cover some of the sites addressing related areas impacted by the Holocaust. In 1998, Misha Defonseca, the recently confessed author of a hoax, Misha: A Mémoire of the Holocaust Years, filed suit against Mt. Ivy Press after it failed to make the book a success in the United States. Defonseca's ghostwriter also sued the publisher, on the grounds that her name had not appeared on the cover of the book. In 2001, a court in Massachusetts held that Mt. Ivy Press had fraudulently asserted that it was an expert in marketing books and awarded $33 million in damages to Defonseca and her ghostwriter for "unfair and deceptive business practices." Jane Daniel, the owner of Mt. Ivy Press, is currently in court attempting to overturn the judgment. She discusses the implications of the court's ruling for the publishing industry. To celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of the Isser and Rae Price Library of Judaica at the University of Florida, the Price Library launched the first stage of a project to digitize an important, special collection of anniversary editions of Jewish newspapers from around the world. This article provides the history of the collection, need for this project, steps involved in digitization and digital collection building, and future events based on the feedback to the initial project, which will include outreach, subsequent individual and collaborative digital collection development projects, online exhibits, and more. The writer describes her recent experience of speaking at a Jewish literary salon in the wake of publishing a book about her conversion to Catholicism. She explains that a heated discussion erupted after she read out a portion of her book and that she consequently decided never to attend another literary salon. She describes how she changed her mind after receiving a supportive e-mail from a woman who took part in the event. The paper studies attitudes towards and perceptions of the Internet by ultra-Orthodox women who are members of closed online forums. The forums constitute a unique environment for ultra-Orthodox women, where they can talk amongst themselves anonymously on issues that may be illegitimate in their community. Findings show that the ultra-Orthodox women who browse closed designated forums view the Internet as constructive and empowering, but also as a challenge to the ultra-Orthodox lifestyle. They acknowledge that the rabbis allow using the Internet only for work-related purposes from the workplace and not from home, and yet they formed online relationships, especially with other ultra-Orthodox women. The findings demonstrate a sense of ambivalence among the ultra-Orthodox women about the Internet. As independent women living in communities with strict supervision and enforcement patterns, they want to continue and be a part of the ultra-Orthodox community, and yet maintain a site, i.e., a forum, of their own. The continued prominence of genocide and Holocaust education, along with the movement toward the affective in social studies curricula, the advent of the Internet, and continued scholarship in the field, has led to the availability of a staggering array of digital resources for teachers. These resources have the potential to enhance genocide and Holocaust education by providing robust content resources and interactive opportunities for students to develop new skills and understanding. In this article, the authors identify new digital media resources and strategies that engage students in authentic learning experiences about genocide and the Holocaust. Using F. W. Newmann and G. G. Wehlage's framework for "authentic instruction," the authors identify digital media that engage students in moral and ethical valuing, emphasize historical inquiry, and are relevant to the world outside of school. The Institut Evreiskoi Proletarskoi Kul'tury (IEPK; Kiev Institute of Jewish Culture), based at the All-Ukrainian Academy of Sciences (UAS), was one of two such organisations in the interwar period. This article discusses the fate of its archive, a rich source that included material from Leningrad and elsewhere, in the wake of two interventions: firstly, its sudden closure in 1936 by the Soviet authorities and, secondly, the Nazi occupation of Kiev in World War II. As a consequence, the archive was scattered to the winds, ending up in two continents. The most disturbing thing about the publication of the hoax Holocaust story Angel is the potential damage it does to the publishing industry. The book, authored by Buchenwald survivor Herman Rosenblat and championed by talk show host Oprah Winfrey, has been dumped by Berkley after a flurry of controversy. The fact that the staff at the company failed at any time to question the truth of the tale is particularly unfortunate in the wake of similar scandals in recent years that have shaken the reading public's faith in the industry's capacity as a guarantor of authenticity. At a time when the traditional house model is being challenged from all quarters by digital forces, the economy, and self-publishing, this is unforgivable. Surely it would have been simple enough to declare the story as "based on a true story," as in the case of the children's book of the same account. The article provides a description and history of the only dance library in the State of Israel. The library collections cover all fields of dance and movement in Israel and the world and contains approximately 5,000 books in different languages (English, Hebrew, French, Russian, Spanish, Italian, German, Swedish, Danish, Japanese, Chinese, Korean, Portuguese, and Hungarian); 3,000 dance creations on video; journals in different languages dating back to 1926; archives documenting dance and dancers in Israel; international archives that cover dance activities all over the world; and historic costumes, accessories, pictures, albums, and documentations of some of the most famous dancers and dance personalities of the twentieth century.
Hacohen
Prebor, Gila, and Nachum Zitter. Nearly half a century after it first came into effect, Israel's legal deposit law has been amended to make its provisions in accordance with and appropriate for the digital age. Other considerations guiding legislators were the necessity to adjust the law in response to laws (particularly Basic Laws) passed since the original deposit law was enacted. This paper traces the legislative history of the law through primary documents and compares it to similar laws passed in other countries over the past decade. It concludes that while the deposit of electronic materials was the primary justification for the new legislation, the legislators failed to craft the language of the new Books Act to reflect this goal. While some elements of the new law are a vast improvement over the older legislation, the Books Act is not suitable for meeting the challenges of preservation and documentation of cultural heritage in electronic formats. Most scholars familiar with the vast holdings that constitute the International Tracing Service (ITS) archives have assumed that these were helpful primarily for the study of the Holocaust and its aftermath in Western and Central Europe. The author of the following study shows that these holdings offer substantial resources for students of Eastern Europe as well. In the first part the author explains why this is so, and in the second part moves on to a case study of a camp that the Romanian occupation maintained at Vapniarka in Transnistria. This case study draws upon other archival sources as well, demonstrating how ITS holdings complement other research resources, adding new dimensions to our understanding of the Holocaust in the East. The Internet Age can lead to three possible scenarios for school libraries: status quo, change, or obsolescence. This study examines the ramifications of school library websites for the work done by Israeli school libraries and the services they provide. It is based on an analysis of the Internet sites of seventy-eight school libraries in Israel, in-depth interviews with nine librarians in Israel, questionnaires completed by twenty-two librarians in the United States and other countries, and a review of literature on the subject. The findings of the study suggest that school libraries in Israel are in the status quo phase; however, there is a slight move toward the change scenario in which the library will continue to exist but will offer a different mix of services. The fragments of the Cairo Genizah are spread out in more than seventy libraries and private collections worldwide, and there is an ongoing effort to document and catalog all extant fragments. This article explores three levels of extraction of catalog data from digital images of the fragments. First, images should be captured in a way that permits standardized automatic processing. Second, the images can be processed to detect elements such as image foreground, regions of written text, and lines of the text, thereby allowing for the automatic assignment of conventional catalog measurements. Third, modern computer-vision tools and statistical inference techniques may be used to identify fragments that might originate from the same original codex. Such matched fragments, commonly referred to as "joins", were heretofore identified manually by experts, and presumably only a small fraction of existing joins have been discovered to date. The authors present what might be the first effort to address all three levels successfully within a large-scale project, detailing the various design choices and describing the techniques and algorithms used for the Cairo Genizah digitization project. This paper aims to provide an alternative method of building quality collections for Jewish Studies collection development professionals in small and medium-sized academic libraries with highly restricted budgets. Awarded books cover a vast variety of subjects of interest to Jewish Studies collections. Since many of the books are also published by academic presses, the use of identified Jewish Studies book award sources should be considered by bibliographers responsible for building Jewish Studies collections in non-sectarian college libraries with very limited budgetary resources. The comprehensive list of awards, nominated and winning titles, as well as the subject analysis presented herein, is the first of its kind. This can be used by Jewish Studies bibliographers to build and improve their collections and can also serve as a model for building other interdisciplinary subject collections. The State Archive of Venice and the Marciana Library (Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana) are a veritable treasure house for documenting Jewish life in Venice in past centuries. As result of a recent research visit by Gianfranco Miletto to the former state of the Serenissima, the last will and testament of the famous rabbi and philosopher Shemuel David Luzzatto (Shadal) came to light. In addition to this, Guido Bartolucci discovered the perhaps only extant manuscript of the Discorso in the Biblioteca Marciana. It sheds new light on the question of the composition and use of this apologetic piece of writing by the rabbi of Venice. This research note publishes only the documents, enumerating at first the exceptional data contained in both of them, contributing to a better understanding of the biography of Luzzatto. A later publication, English translation and future studies of all the extant documents on Luzzatto's family will evaluate these texts in a broader biographical context. The preface to a sixteenth century Hebrew book entitled Deveḳ ṭov, a supercommentary on the Pentateuch, includes an apology by the author for not citing all his sources. In his defense, he cites a passage in the Jerusalem Talmud that discusses the obliteration phenomenon. Following the trail of Jewish sayings on the importance of citation leads to a discussion of stealing ideas, i.e., plagiarism. Details of the search process, cataloging issues, incomplete indexes, and descriptions of complex locator systems found in Hebrew texts, concordances, and full-text databases are included. This detective work led to the discovery that Deveḳ ṭov was itself obliterated by incorporation into a later commentary on the Pentateuch.
